REMARKS 

This amendment is being filed in response to the Office Action mailed February 
24, 2004 in which the Examiner rejected claims 16, 17, 19, 24, and 25 under 35 U.S.C. 
112 and provisionally rejected claims 18-20 on double patenting. Applicant respectfully 
requests reconsideration based on the new set of claims submitted herewith and in view 
of the remarks which follow. 

Applicant has submitted herewith new claims 26-32 which are rewritten versions 
of claims 16-20 and 24 and 25. The corrections and changes in these claims were 
made in response to the rejections in the previous Office Action. 

First, with respect to the rejection of claims 16, 17, 19, and 24 and 25 under 35 
U.S.C. 112 because a trademark is mentioned in the claims, Applicant has now 
removed the reference to the trademark so that in these claims the material from which 
the layer on the golf tee ball support surface is made consists essentially of 
polytetrafluoroethylene or a material having a surface coefficient of friction at least as 
low as that of polytetrafluorethylene. (The polytetrafluoroethylene sold under the 
Teflon® brand is probably the best known and most readily available to those skilled in 
the art.) 

Regarding the rejection of claims 18-20 on double patenting, the parent 
application should now have been abandoned but for the sake of good order, applicant 
has hereby included an Express Abandonment of the previous application so that 
claims 18-20 which were in that application are also abandoned. Therefore, former 
claims 18-20 which are new claims 28-30 in the present application should be 
allowable. 
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Applicant believes that he has now complied with all matters of form and that the 
application is in condition for immediate allowance. A favorable action is earnestly 
solicited. 

Respectfully submitted, 

William D. Lee, Jr. 
Registration No. 22,660 
McNAIR LAW FIRM, P.A. 
P.O. Box 10827 
Greenville, SC 29603-0827 
Telephone: (864) 232-4261 
Attorney for the Applicant 
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